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Dates to  Remember  
12/20  

Youth Organizing and Delivering Christmas 
Baskets, 5:00 p.m.  

 
12/21  

Christmas Basket Pick -Up, 8:00 a.m.  

 
12/23  

Childrenôs Christmas Eve Liturgy Practice, 4:30 
p.m.  

 
12/24 -25  

Office Closed ï Christmas Holiday  
 

1/1  
Office Closed ï New Yearôs Holiday 

1/15 -17  
Youth ñI Want to Liveò 

CYO Camp, Nashville, IN  
 

1/18  
MLK Holiday, Office Closed  

 
1/20 -23  

ñMarch for Lifeò Washington DC 
 

1/21, 2/18  
HOPS, 1:00 p.m., TBA  

 
1/24  

Childrenôs Liturgy, 11:00 a.m. 
 

2/6 -7 
Youth ï Souper Bowl Collection  

 
2/13 -14  

Senior Retreat, CYO Camp  
 

2/21  
RCIA Rit e of Sending, 11:00 a.m.  

Rite of Election ï Cathedral, Ind pls, 2:00 p.m.  

 

Special  Dates to Remember  
December 17  

HOPS & Altar Society Christmas Party  
1:00 p.m., HH  

 

Hanging of the Greens after 11:00 Mass  
 

December 24, Christmas Eve  
Family Liturgy, 5:30 p.m . 

Christmas Eve Liturgy, 8:00 p.m.  
Caroling  and Prelude Music , 11:00 p.m.  

 
December 25, Christmas  

Midnight Mass  
Christmas Day  Liturgy , 11:00 a.m.  

 
December 31  

New Yearôs Eve Liturgy, 5:30 p.m. 
 

January 10, 2010  
Unhanging of the Greens after 11:00 Mass  

 
January 28  

Leisa Anslinger Stewardship Presentation  
7:00 p.m., HH  

February 13  
MARDI GRAS PARTY - Sponsored by 
Stewardship & Finance Committees  

7:00 p.m., HH  
 

February 17  
Ash Wednesday Services 12:05 & 5:30 p.m.  

 



 
 
My dear Parishioners, 

 

As Christmas approaches, I want to take this 

opportunity to wish every one of you a very 

Holy and Blessed Christmas. Most especially, I 

want to personally thank you for your 

participation in all the programs of the parish 

and the Archdiocese. 

 

The parish is growing in numbers and your 

community spirit is the envy of every parish in 

the deanery. We have done some great things 

over the last few years. Young and old are 

proud to be members of the Parish. You have 

all made great contributions of time, talent and 

treasure in an effort to keep our parish alive, 

growing, and viable during these challenging 

times,  

 

Most especially, I am very grateful for all the 

parish staff, committees, organizations and the 

many volunteers who put forth all the various 

programs of our parish and bring them to 

fruition in an effort to make St. Benedict the 

great parish that it is today. 

 

Through your own efforts and the 

contributions of other interested organizations 

we have managed to continue to make 

significant repairs to other parish facilities. 

Physically our properties are in better shape 

than they have been in a long time. 

 

We are approaching the birth of our Savior. I 

extend to all of you a special invitation to 

participate fully in our Christmas Liturgies. 

The liturgies and their times are listed in our 

Christmas Card. 

 

Wishing you the finest gifts of Christmas ï 

Peace, Love and Joy and fruitful New Year. 

 

Fraternally, your pastor, 

 

Fr. Joel R Burget OFM Conv. 

 
 

            

 
Happy, Holy Advent and Christmas Seasons! 
 
With the installation ˎ˅ ˓ˇ˄ ˍ˄˖ ˂ˀˑˏ˄˓ ˈˍ ˂ˇ˔ˑ˂ˇ+ ʭ ˂ˀˍ˨˓ ˓˄ˋˋ ˘ˎ˔ ˇˎ˖ 
ˌˀˍ˘ ˓ˈˌ˄˒ ʭ ˇˀ˕˄ ˇ˄ˀˑ˃ ˏˀˑˈ˒ˇˈˎˍ˄ˑ˒ ˒ˀ˘+ ˩ʮ˔˒˓ ˈˌˀˆˈˍ˄ ˇˎ˖ 
ˁ˄ˀ˔˓ˈ˅˔ˋ ˓ˇ˄ ˂ˇ˔ˑ˂ˇ ˖ˈˋˋ ˁ˄ ˀ˓ ʧˇˑˈ˒˓ˌˀ˒!˪ 
 
ʭ˒ˍ˨˓ ˈ˓ ˈˍ˓˄ˑ˄˒˓ˈˍˆ ˓ˇˀ˓ ˉ˔˒˓ ˋˈˊ˄ ˋˈ˓˓ˋ˄ ˂ˇˈˋ˃ˑ˄ˍ+ ˌˀˍ˘ ˎ˅ ˔˒ ˒˓ˈˋˋ ˆ˄˓ 
excited about the wonder of Christmas?    
 
The Friday after Thanksgiving I was driving past The Meadows with 
three grandchildren and one daughter. We noticed a large crowd of 
people surrounding the vacant lot and looking into the sky.   I 
ˈˍˍˎ˂˄ˍ˓ˋ˘ ˀ˒ˊ˄˃+ ˩ʻˇ˘ ˀˑ˄ ˀˋˋ ˓ˇˎ˒˄ 
people ˋˎˎˊˈˍˆ ˔ˏ ˈˍ ˓ˇ˄ ˒ˊ˘>˪   ʭ˓ ˃ˈ˃ˍ˨˓ 
˓ˀˊ˄ ˋˎˍˆ ˁ˄˅ˎˑ˄ ˓ˇ˄ ˆˑˀˍ˃ˊˈ˃˒ ˘˄ˋˋ˄˃+ ˩ˀ 
ˇ˄ˋˈ˂ˎˏ˓˄ˑI--'ˎˑ ˒ˎˌ˄˓ˇˈˍˆ ˋˈˊ˄ ˓ˇˀ˓(!˪  ˩ʭ˓˨˒ 
ʷʥʲʸʥ!   ʭ˓˨˒ ʷʥʲʸʥ!˪  ʭ˓˨˒ ʷʥʲʸʥ+ ʱˀ˖!˪ 
 
Without hesitation, we pulled over and watched Santa arrive.   The 
excitement in their eyes and in their voices and in their bodies (lots 
of jumping up and down) was as they say, priceless. Leslie and I 
smiled and laughed at their undaunted enthusiasm and belief. 
 



ʸˇ˄˘ ˂ˎ˔ˋ˃ˍ˨˓ ˖ˀˈ˓ ˓ˎ ˒ˇˀˑ˄ ˖ˈ˓ˇ ˓ˇ˄ˈˑ ˏˀˑ˄ˍ˓˒+ ʴˀʴˀ ˀˍ˃ ˀˍ˘ˎˍ˄ ˄ˋ˒˄ 
who would listen to the details of this incredible event.   To quote 
ʱˀ˔ˑ˄˄ˍ ˀ˒ ˖˄ ˖˄ˑ˄ ˋ˄ˀ˕ˈˍˆ+ ˩ʸˇˀ˓ ˖ˀ˒ ˀ˖˄˒ˎˌ˄!˪ ʪˎˑ ˌ˄+ ˈ˓ ˖ˀ˒ 
one of those special, unplanned gifts that grandchildren often give. 
 
And so, as Christmas dawns, may each of us experience Christmas 
in much the same way. May it be a time of innocence and pure joy.  
May it be filled with surprising and simple gifts.  And instead of 
˘˄ˋˋˈˍˆ ʷˀˍ˓ˀ+ ˌˀ˘ ˎ˔ˑ ˕ˎˈ˂˄˒ ˑˈˍˆ ˎ˔˓ ˖ˈ˓ˇ ˩ʧˇˑˈ˒˓+ ˓ˇ˄ ˍ˄˖ˁˎˑˍ ˊˈˍˆ-˪ 
And like Maggie, Maureen and Jack, let us share the good news with 
everyone we meet! 
 
ʱˀ˘ ˘ˎ˔ˑ ʧˇˑˈ˒˓ˌˀ˒ ˁ˄ ˒ˈˌˏˋ˘+ ˩ʥ˖˄˒ˎˌ˄!˪ 
 
Christmas blessings to you and everyone you love! 

Sue 

 

A couple of things I thought you might 

enjoy. 

 

Go to www.youtube.com and key in 

Josephôs Lullaby for a beautiful song 

about St. Joseph and his love for Jesus.  It 

is performed by Mercy Me. 

 

I thought this was very special, too. 

 

The Night Before Christmas . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . Sister St. Thomas, B.N.D. de N 
A more spiritual version of the famous Christmas 

story 

 

Twas the night before Christmas, and all through 

the town, 

St. Joseph was searching, walking up roads and 

down; 

 

Our Lady was waiting, so meek and so mild, 

While Joseph was seeking a place for the Child; 

 

The children were nestled, each snug in their beds, 

The grown-ups wouldnôt bother, thereôs no room 

they said; 

 

When even the innkeeper sent them away, 

Joseph was wondering, where they would stay; 

He thought of the caves in the side of the hills, 

Letôs go there said Mary, itôs silent and still; 

 

The moon on the breast of the new fallen snow, 

Made pathways of light for their tired feet to go; 

And there in a cave, in a cradle of hay, 

 

Our Savior was born on that first Christmas Day! 

The Father was watching in heaven above, 

He sent for His angels, His couriers of love; 

 

More rapid than eagles Godôs bright angels came; 

Rejoicing and eager as each heard his name; 

Come Power, Come Cherubs, Come Virtues, 

Come Raphael, 

Come Thrones and Dominions, come Michael and 

Gabriel; 

 

Now fly to the Earth, where My poor people live, 

Announce the glad tiding My Son comes to give; 

The Shepherds were watching their flocks on this 

night, 

 

And saw in the heavens an unearthly light; 

The Angels assured them, theyôd nothing to fear, 

 

Itôs Christmas they said, the Savior is here! 

They hastened to find Him, and stood at the door, 

Till Mary invited them in to adore; 

He was swaddled in bands from His head to His 

feet, 

 



Never did the Shepherds see a baby so sweet! 

He spoke not a word, but the shepherds all knew, 

He was telling them secrets and blessing them too; 

 

Then softly they left Him, The Babe in the hay, 

And rejoiced with great joy on that first Christmas 

Day; 

 

Mary heard them exclaim as they walked up the 

hill, 

 

Glory to God in the Highest, Peace to men of good 

will!  

 

ALTAR SOCIETY  
The Altar Society would like to thank everyone 

who has supported us this year.  With our fund 

raisers, we were able to purchase the new podium 

you see as you enter church, hold the Mother-

Daughter Brunch in May, and the Server Dinner in 

August, as well as donate to the Christmas Store, 

St. Annôs Clinic and C.O.D.A.  In the past we 

were also able to refurbish our candlesticks that 

many of you have admired. 

 

Beginning January 1, the Altar Society dues will 

be due for the year 2010.  Dues have been 

increased this year to $5.00.  The dues are well 

used to help fund our Mass supplies such as 

candles, wine, hosts, vestments for Father and the 

servers and other liturgical accessories. 

 

The Altar Society is accepting sponsors for the 

Tabernacle & Sanctuary Candles for 2010.  The 

price is $10.00 each for Sanctuary & Tabernacle 

candles that burn for 14 days.  Dates will be filled 

on a first come, first served basis.  Please call Pat 

Boatman at (765) 832-9115 or 236-6508. 

 

You are all members of our Altar Society and we 

have a tremendous need for each and every one of 

you.  We need to renew ourselves as a group for 

the good of our beautiful parish!  Our meetings are 

held on the second Thursday of the month in 

Hellmann Hall.  WE NEED ALL OF YOU! 

 

The Altar Society would like to wish everyone a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

  God Bless,  

Pat Boatman, President 

    Nancy Stewart, Vice President 

 

 

 



 
  

Everyday Spirituality, Everyday God 
  

The Terre Haute Adult Ministries is offering their 

annual January Retreat on Mondays, January 11, 

18, & 25, 7-9 p.m. in Hellmann Hall.  No matter 

what stage of life youôre in, God is there.  Take 

time to recognize God in the everyday activities of 

your life. 
 

 

The Saints Came Marching & Singing! 
  

RCIA Moving to St. Benedict 

 

The first half of the RCIA year we met at St. 

Patrick School.  Beginning in January we will be 

gathering on Wednesday nights in Hellmann Hall.  

We have a large group meeting each 

week...around 30 people including catechumens, 

sponsors and team members.  We are hoping that 

parish members will be available to help us out by 

providing refreshments for these meetings.  Past 

offerings have included chips, cookies, meat & 

cheese trays, crackers and candy.  If you would 

like to bring snacks for one or more weeks, just let 

Barb know when and weôll put you on the 

schedule.  Thanks for being such great witnesses 

of community for our catechumens! 
 

 


